THE SIN ¥OBGDY BISCUSSES
Song of Solomon 8:6

"Jealousy is cruel as the grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which
hath a most vehement flame.® Song of Soleomon 8:6.

Human relations are faced openly by more people teday tham im any preceding
generation. Numerous psychological problems are no longer reserved for dis-
cussien by a few highly skilled counselors. Mnltitudes talk about mental
blecks to happiness, inner fears and drives., We freely discuss worry, dis-
couragement, fear, injustice, bitterness, pouting, reversion te iafantile
behavior and various otherpsychological sins. But there is one sin which
nobody discusses and that is jealousy. What is jealeusy? Jealousy is de-
fined as an unpleasant suspicion or resentment arising from the fear or the
mistrust of another person.

It is doubtful if many of us ever heard a single complete sermon dealing
with jealousy. It has been said that during the last sixty years less than
fifty articles dealing with jealousy have appeared in the popular magazines,
and all but seven of these were concerned mainly with telling parents how
to keep older children from being jealous of the new baby. But jealeusy is
not reserved for children. Jealcusy is not a transitory affair peculiar to
infants, children and youth, but it persists into eold age.

Fot only have we refused to talk about jealousy, but mest people deo net even
think about it. Byron said,

®Yet he was jealous, though he did not show it.
For jealousy dislikes the world te kmow it.®

A man whe can enjey reading abomt the successes of his competitors without
saying, "They get all the breaks,¥" or #"Who couldntt do it with his backing?®
may consider himself free from the sin of jealousy. When you see somebody -
ascending the ladder of success, do you think such thoughts as, "*If others
only knew what I know"™; "Give him time; het?ll fall and when he does I want
te be there®; or, "ho dees he thimk he is, I knew him when.....®"? C(larence
Parrew once said, *I've never murdered a2 man, but I've read many an ebituary
with pleasure.¥®

I. The Character of Jealousy.

In the Song of Selomon it is writter, "Jealousy is as cruel as the
grave.® To onnderstand the force of this comparison of jealousy and
the grave, walk with me through the cemetery and read the names and
the dates that are engraved on the tombstones. Here is the grave of
ene who lived nearly a century; here is the grave of another whoe died
at seventy; bhere is the grave of amnother who died in middle life; here
is the grave of a young man; and there is the grave of am imfant. The
grave lays ils exactions upon all ages. Some were poor and others were
rich; some were uneducated and others were learned; some were compara-
tively unknown and others were well known; some were uagodly and ethers
were godly; some died believing in Christ and had the hope of a blessed
resurrection, while oethers died without trusting Christ aad were there-
fore without hope. Thus we see that the grave takes in all classes arnd
conditions. The cemetery received a cress section of soeciety. FNow we
begin to see the power of the comparison of jealousy amnd the grave, for,
like the grave, jealousy preys upon all ages, kinds and conditiens of



IT.

- 2 -
men, Jealeousy is as ecruel as the grave.

Nor is the second comparison of the text any the less forceful. "The
ceals theresf are ceals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.®
Many and fierce are the flames which leap out of the furnace of the
heart of mam. Vebhement ig the flame of pride, anger, scoran, hate or
reverge; but most vehement of all, scorching unto death every good
thing that comes within its path, is the flame of jealousy.

There are two kinds of jealousy, namely, coanstructive and destructive,
Just as the surgeon's instrument may be used to kill er cure,jealousy
may help or injure. As evidence of the fact that all jealousy is not
evil, listen to these verses: “Thou shalt not make unte thee any graven
image, er any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thoun
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniguity of the fathers upeon the
children unte the third and fourth generation of them that hate me?®
{Exodus 2@:4-5); "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the lLord,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God? (Exodus 34:14). Observiag
the children of Israel in their discbedience the prephet Elijah said,
*T have beem very jealous for the Lerd God of hosts? (I Kings 19:10).
Ezekiel quoted God: "Now will I bring again the captivity of Jaeceb,

and have mercy upon the whole heuse of Israel, and will be jealous

for my holy mame® {30:25). Writing the Corinthian Christians Panl
said, "I am jealous over vou with godly jealeusy® (II Corinthians 11:2).

A Christian should be jealous of his good name, for the =malvation of
lost souls, for the welfare of his church, and for the glory of his
Saviour and Lerd. .

bestruetive jealousy is a sin. ®"Eavy, however, stops with wanting
things for ourselves; jealousy begrudges others having what we want.®
Jealousy is mever a hallmark of piride in pessession., Rather, it is
the mark of a poor leser. It is a kind of defense mechanism we hide
behind to aveid facing the fact that we have lost. Jealousy is com-=
pensation for hurt pride, whether the injury be real or imagimary.

Twinging at the successes and possessions of others, jealousy usumally
arises between those whose activities are similar and whose rivalries
are ¢lese. As a rule you do net find a groceryman who is Jjealous of
a2 lawyer, or a pelitician whe is envious of a teacher. What woman,

with the instincts of a social climber, ever wastes any time being

jealeus of the wife of the President of the United States? The jeal-
ousies that destroy her peace of mind are directed sgainst somebody
in her own club eor secial uait. :

The Consequences of Jealousy.

1, bisinterest. :
The youngest of two brothers who lived on a farm in the east got
tired of life there and decided to try the city. His father advanced
him his share of the inheritance and he went te the city, where he
spent all of his money. After unpleasant experieances in a2 most un-
desirable job, he returned home. There a big celebration of the
event was held. His elder brother became very jealous and feigned
disinterest in the whole affair. This brother is mnot the last person
who has expressed jealousy by untimely disinterest.
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Is it hard fer you to compliment Mrs. So-and-so on her new spring
outfit when you cannot afford one? Can you give somebody else your
best wishes for a nice vacation when you must stay at home? When
Jjealousy enters, it is quite easy to become disinterested. Aesop's
fox who counld mnot jump high enocugh te reach the grapes came to the
conclusion that the grapes were sour., He immediately lost interest
in grapes. If you find yourself expressing the "sour grapes® atti-
tude, jealousy will not be hard to locate.

Depreciation.

Belittling, meedling, bragging and sceffing are the tools used by
these whe are jealous of ethers and seek te depreciate the victims
of their jealousy. There is the unrge to throw mud omn a white suit,
te puncture anothert!s balloon eor te crush another's pride. When
recple are jealous, they like te goad or minimize their victims.
Jealousy often tries te infliet pain by depreciating an object of
joy. If you are Jealous of yeur friend?s new car, you will peint
out its faults., If you are jealous of the big wedding your friends
are planning for their danghier, simply say, "My, my, tooc bad they
couldn't sllp awayﬁuletly and have all this memey for more practiecal
purposes, "

Bestructien.

The Tirst crime that stained the history of the race was committed
by a jealous man. ®And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground. And in process of time it came to pass, that
Cain bromnght of the fruit of the ground an offering unte the Lord.
And Abel, he alseo brought of the firstlings of bhis flock amd of the
fat therecf. And the Lord had respect unbte Abel and teo his offering:
But unte Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was
very wroth, and his countenance fell?® {(Genesis 4:2b-5). The venom
of eavy and jealousy crazed Cair and he slew his brother.

The first blew that man ever struck against man was the blow of a
jealous man. Alas! how many crimes since them it has committed;
what eminent careers it has wrecked; what good causes it has hindered;
what hopes it has blasted; what hearts it has broken, and what homes
it has blighted with its withering curse. Yes, jealousy is as cruel
as the grave,

A very wealthy man had twelve sons all of whom were destined for
places of historical significance., The youngest of the twelve,

and the sen of his father's e¢ld age;, was victimized by the jealousy
of his eleven brothers. They conspired to slay him, but seld him
inte slavery instead. The destruction of Joseph has been a pattern
for other jealous brethren. However, most people have a better held
on their senses than to permit themselves to commit murder. Most

of them will settle for the assassination of character. They asso--
ciate their victim's name with guestbnable places and things.

A word te a victim of the jealousy of another is in order here. If

somebody gets jealous of you, do not allew it to drive you from the

community or cause you to become anti-social. Ignore the manifesta-
tions of the jealousy. Don't fight back. A one-sided war soon be-

comes disinteresting. Ge omr and live for God,
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Jealousy was the rock om which King Saul made shipwreck of his

life, The king was in a terrible shape. Morale was at its lowest
among the troeops. The enemy was firmly entrenched and was earrying
on a mest sucecessful psychological warfare. ©Cne blatant speaker
daily taunted the king and his seldiers. He bragged about his own
might until everyone was psychologically whipped, with the exception
of one inexperienced recruit from the hill country. This shepherd
lad named David leoked the situation over and wondered why the king
and his men let a big bully frighten them. David volunteered o
tackle Goliath himself. Wher permitted to do so, David killed the
giant and saved the king out of his embarrassment. Everyeone rejoiced,
including the king,. '

King Saul's army started on a victery march back to the capital.
People gathered in large numbers along the way in honor of King Saul.
However, as they sang their gleeful welcome they said, "Saul hath
slain his thousands, but Bavid his tens of thousands.® From that
very day Saul eyed David with jealousy and tried to nail him to the
wall with a javelin. The end of it all was that Saul and his three
sons fimally lay dead upon the bloody slopes of Hoant Gilbea.

The Cure For Jealeusy.

To have an insight into the ugly character of jealousy and te be aware
of its imevilable comseguences are not enough. We need information
about a cure.

Freguently we read in scme paper the account of some crime where the
stery began with these words, %In a jealous rage.® This terrible sin.
fills its victim'®s heart with a wild craving and leads to some lawless
act. Jealousy lures the soul om to a fierce banquet of hate, and then
tortures and mocks it with hunger.

#3 beware of jealousyl :
It is the green-eyed monster that doth mock
The meat it feeds upon.®

Have you ever felt the {lame of jealousy in your heart? Has that serw
pent ever hissed in your ear? Is there anyone whese superior taleats
and gifts have made you secretly gmnash your teeth? If so, the time to
attack jealousy is when you feel the first sting of its scorching flame.
Jealousy is like camcer, in that it must be dealt with im its ineipient
stage. It is am awful/sin, because there is no depth to which it wil
anot descend. '

If jealousy has gottem a foothold in your life, there is enly one
remedy for it, and that is Christ. He, and He alone, cam cast out
this unclean spirit, He can uproot this rank weed in human hearts and
plant the lovely flower of magnanimity in its place. Jealous people
are mrot relaxed and enriching. Instead, they are suspiciocus, tense,
irritable and unioevable., Jealousy is a sin that must be crucified.
Christ talked about a demon that cometh not out except by prayer aand
fasting. This is certainly true of théhideous_demon of jealousy,
Christ will crueify jealousy for you if you are willing for Him to
do it. There is no substitute for the grace ef God in the hearts of
people who are troubled with the sia nobedy discusses.



